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Abstract

This paper provides an overview of the origin of the concept pf sustainability by going back in
history to trace its roots, to illustrate how the idea of sustainability has developed over the
centuries as opposed to notions of progress. The chronological evolution of the concept of
sustainability has been traced following a quasi-chronological pattern, to provide an overview
of Design for Sustainability and a classification of design innovation approaches developed in
the past decades. To illustrate how these approaches have gradually expanded from a product
focus to system-wide changes.
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