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Abstract:

Documentary filmmaking has played a vital role in the development and representation of
cinema worldwide. In Saudi Arabia, the documentary film industry has emerged as a powerful
medium for filmmakers to express ideas, visions, and experiences, which are naturally linked
to observing and representing reality, at a time when other film genres were absent for various
reasons. Understanding the historical development, current scene, and future challenges of
Saudi documentary cinema is crucial to shed light on its contributions to the Saudi film industry
and its potential for growth and prosperity.

This research is divided into four main sections:

Section One: Defines documentary film and briefly highlights its development stages, key
styles, and trends. Section Two: Traces the history of Saudi documentary film from the early
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days of Saudi cinema in the 1950s to the current flourishing stage, with a proposed classification
into specific periods, each with its characteristics. Section Three: Analyzes several
documentary experiences in Saudi cinema to highlight the nature of the topics and artistic styles
adopted by filmmakers from different periods. This section aims to explore the specificity of
Saudi documentary films. Section Four: Identifies some of the challenges facing the Saudi
documentary film industry and its future potential.

The research is preceded by an introduction that explains the importance of the research, its
questions, and the methodology it adopts, in addition to a conclusion at the end of the research
that reviews and summarizes its most important results.
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Saudi cinema, documentary film, filmmaking, reality representation, culture, funding.
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" Nichols, Bill. Introduction to Documentary. 3rd ed. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2001, p 8.

2 Kristin Thompson and David Bordwell, Film: A Critical Introduction (11th Edition), McGraw-Hill
Education, 2022, p 224.

o9 baad Budl Uy il Calual Glas (pe gy I cdl>lpag (aslis)l leall selas g5 dumy ) Jl> gl s 3l o B ¥ 7
Lo osdl Ladga yutomiy sle (Ko uaslis Laweel) onylal) slatll Blose 3 gosamdl Gaslisl) lial
4 Nichols, Bill. Introduction to Documentary, p 58.
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Free to Play (2014), The King of Kong (2007), Indie Game: The Movie (2012), 8-Bit Generation (2015), Man

Vs. Snake: The Long and Twisted Tale of Nibbler (2016), Gamer Girl (2015), Ashes to Ashes (2018), Reset
(2020).
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Prof. Badr Eldien Mostafa Mohamed «Trajectories of Saudi Documentary Film: History, Current Scene, and Challenges <Magallai Al-‘imarah wa Al-Funtin wa Al-
‘ulim Al-Tnsaniyyaf: vol10< no.52¢ July 2025 725
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