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Research Abstract:

Mosque architecture is distinguished by its richness, diversity, and uniqueness, featuring a
variety of architectural elements that express deep cultural and aesthetic values. Among the
most prominent of these elements are the crenellations (shurfas)—also referred to as ara’is—
which gracefully crown the upper fagades of mosques. In the context of Egyptian mosque
architecture, these crenellations stand out for their abundance and variety, showcasing intricate
detailing and a wide spectrum of artistic and architectural styles reflective of different historical
periods and design schools. Their decorative motifs and compositional configurations reveal an
extraordinary level of craftsmanship and beauty.

In examining the concept of reinforcing cultural identity through the lens of contemporary art
and design, attention is drawn to such unique architectural features as expressive carriers of
identity. These elements serve not only as visual markers of cultural heritage but also as a source
of inspiration for various artistic and applied fields. Crenellations, in particular, offers a
compelling case for reinterpretation due to its symbolic richness, ornamental depth, and the
effective use of abstraction and stylization—all of which render it both visually striking and
conceptually profound.

This research proposes the reimagining and aesthetic adaptation of crenellations in the context
of interior design, specifically within primary educational environments. The study envisions
the incorporation of abstracted geometric compositions derived from crenellations found on the
facades of renowned Egyptian mosques. These design inspirations are to be strategically
integrated into interior elements such as wall treatments, paneling, partitions, furniture, and
other architectural components. The aim is to create a culturally enriched and visually engaging
environment that nurtures children’s appreciation for local heritage. Through daily interaction
with these heritage-inspired spaces, students are visually and emotionally connected to their
cultural identity, cultivating a refined architectural and artistic sensibility—even if they do not
pursue these fields professionally.

The research is structured into two main components: a descriptive phase and a practical design
phase.

The descriptive phase offers an in-depth exploration of crenellations as an architectural and
artistic element, analyzing its formal diversity, symbolic meanings, and design language.

The practical phase presents interior design solutions for a designated space within a primary
school in Egypt. It demonstrates how crenellations -inspired design concepts can be translated
into modern, age-appropriate, and engaging interior environments for children. Through this,
the project seeks to preserve the authenticity and richness of traditional Egyptian architecture
while reintroducing its symbolic and aesthetic value in a contemporary educational setting.

Keywords:
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