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Summary

The Holy Mosque of Medina occupies a place of great importance in the hearts of Muslims
worldwide; it is the second of the two holy mosques and the reward of praying in it is equal to
that of a thousand prayers in other mosques with the exception of the Holy Mosque in Mecca.
Constructed by the seal of the prophets Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) and his revered
companions, it is where numerous chapters of the Quran were revealed, and between its
pillars was designated "al Rawda" a Garden of Paradise. Many of the Prophet's ‘hadeeth’
(sayings) were narrated within the Mosque where the Prophet would discuss with his
companion’s affairs of the religion and the world. Later, the Mosque became the nucleus of
the first Islamic State, forming the base for the first battles and conquests of Islamic history.
Within its walls, the prophet welcomed the ambassadors of various states and tribes, Arab and
otherwise. And finally, it is the final resting place of the Blessed Prophet (PBUH), and next to
him are buried his companions Abu Bakr Al Siddique and Omar bin Al Khattab. In view of
the Mosque’s significant religious, spiritual and historical status, caliphs, sultans, kings,
princes and even common people over the span of fourteen centuries to this day have been
deeply invested in its construction, expansion, decoration, cleanliness and service.

This paper is a historical and archaeological study of an architectural phenomenon introduced
to the haram piazza of the Prophet’s Mosque in the city of Medina during the Abbasid era
known as “Dome of the Treasury” or “Dome of Oil” or “Dome of Wax”. This study deals
with the origins of the dome, its function, description, and the most prominent changes
brought upon it until its disappearance. To achieve these objectives, the researcher tracked
mentions of the dome by historians and travelers in addition to Muslim and foreign
geographers. The research also includes an extensive study of some Islamic manuscripts and
drawings made by foreign travelers that depicted the most prominent architectural features of
the dome. In addition, it presents an account of the most eminent examples of domes of
treasury and oil that were erected in the courtyards of various mosques in the Arab world.

The paper begins with an introduction, the central topic of the study, its importance and
objectives, then proceeds with research terminology, method of research, previous studies as
well as research procedures and ends with an analysis of the most important conclusions
drawn by the author of the study.

Introduction:

In the name of God, prayers and peace be upon the best God’s creation, our prophet
Mohammed and his reverend, and then:

The Holy Mosque of Medina has received various aspects of care and attention from the
caliphs, sultans, governors and even common people of Muslims over the span of Islamic
Ages, it has included; the protection of its construction, expansion, restoration and
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cleanliness: that is the benefactors have stopped many of Wagf (Religious Endowments) and
charitable buildings in the inside and outside of the Arabic Island, to serve the Prophet’s
Mosque, and spend on it and its employees and servants.

This paper is a study of one of architectural phenomenon which was standing in the haram
piazza of the Prophet’s Mosque in the city of Medina. The phenomenon was known as “Dome
of the Treasury” or “Dome of Oil” or “Dome of Wax”, in the historical sources, the
manuscripts pictures, and on the drawings of ceramic tiles ..etc .This Dome was mentioned
and its function and figure were shown by historians, travelers, and foreign geographers .
Although of the fact that this building was removed in the Ottoman Empire Era, the drawings
of travelers and the pictures of manuscripts as well as drawings on the different masterpieces
have preserved for us its general figure and its location from Prophet’s Mosque and this is
what this study will deal with.

The Problem of the Research:

The problem of the research lies in the absence of a clear and direct information which handle
the idea of the research, besides the omission of the references and researches which have
dealt with the architecture history of the Prophet’s Mosque to study this architectural
phenomenon independently and good enough.

The importance of the Research:

The importance of the research lies on many points:

1- The Haram Piazza has got a distinctive status and holiness by the whole Muslims all over
the world, and all what is related with the architecture of the Prophet’s Mosque gaining the
specific importance due to its hight location in that pure place.

2- Conducting a historical study for the prominent incidents which are related with the
Treasury or the Dome -place of study- throughout the historical sources, foreign geographers,
and travelers.

3- Conducting a descriptive archeological for one of the architectural phenomenon that have
been established in the Prophet’s Mosque which is attracting the travelers.

4- Based on what the researcher knows: the mentioned topic has not been studied in a
scientific, independent, and good enough study before.

5- The Methodology that the researcher depended on: based on studying the topic of the
research:(the Dome of the Treasury or the Dome of Oil in the Prophet’s Mosque-historical
and archeological study.

6- The study has been attached with many illustrated forms and plates which contribute in
enriching the study and explaining its objectives.

7- The researcher has depended on practical method in translating flags and places and
documenting the references and sources who has depended on.

The Objectives of the Research:

The research is seeking for achieving a bunch of objectives; some of it:

1- Reading the origin of this architectural phenomenon through tracking what have been
mentioned on it in the historical sources, foreign geographers, and travelers.
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2- Knowing the location, description, and shape of this Dome through induction the
drawings of travelers, the pictures of related Islamic Manuscripts.

3- Knowing the important changes and incidents that have occurred on this architectural
phenomenon throughout different historical ages.

Terminology of the Research:

1- Prophet’s Mosque: the second of the two holy Mosques, that is where the tomb of the
Messenger (PBUH), and it is located in the Prophet’s Dignified City.

2- Medina: its name is Yathrib pre-Islam and it is called the Prophet’s City.

3- The Dome of Treasury or the Dome of Wax: a building has been built in the Haram
Piazza, and the main purpose of it to preserve the different tools of the Mosque; stores,
mattress and so on, and preserving the means of power such as; Lamps, Saddle and preserving
the flammable materials to be far from the place of praying in the Mosque and its sided-lanes
as well as the Holy Quran, of the Caliph Rashid Ottoman may God be pleased him, has being
preserved in it, and it was covered by the Dome which has been known by it.

The Method of the Research:

The researcher has adopted the Induction Method in the historical study of the Monument
throughout the related historical sources and references; to conclude the prominent events that
have occurred on the architecture of the Store or the Dome -the place of the study-, and he has
followed the Descriptive Archeological Method to describe the Dome and to study its
architecture, by depending on writings, foreign geographers, and travelers, the pictures of
manuscripts the drawings on the masterpieces that have documented the figure of that Dome
and its shape.

The Previous Study:

Based on what the researcher knows the topic of the research:( the Dome of the Treasury or
the Dome of oil in the Prophet’s Mosque- a Historical and Archeological study) has not got
an independent and a updated research yet, but the information related to the research topic
were shattered in some of different sources and references.

The Results of the Research:

This research has come to a bunch of results; we will sum up them as the following:

1- The names which have been called on this architecture phenomenon have varied, whether
in the historical sources or in pictures of manuscripts, and it was known with names such as
(the Dome of the Treasury), or (the Treasury of Oi) I, or (the Treasury of Wax), or (the
Treasury).

2- The Treasury or the Dome of Oil has been built in the Prophet’s Mosque in the
year(413H/1022H) and according to what (Ibn Farhun) mentioned and who quoted from the
historians, that the first architect was in the year (576H/1180 AD) in the Abbasid Caliph Era
(Al-Nnasir Ladayn Allah).

3- The Abbasid Caliph (Al-Mahdi) was the last one who have done the architect for the
Prophet's Mosque before the year (413H/1022H) when the Geographer (Al-Bakri) has seen it,
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perhaps the Dome was included in that architect, this opinion needs a documented evidence,
the historical sources might prove it soon - by God’s Will.

4- The Abbasid Caliph (Al-Nnasir Ladayn Allah). has perhaps reconstructed the Treasury
and Dome inside the architect which he has done for the Prophet’s Mosque in the year
(576H/1022AD) that is why the Dome was attributed to him.

5- The function of the Treasury or the Dome, before the year (413H/1022H), was not only
for storing the tools of the Mosque and the equipments of lighting, but it was a center for
monitoring prayer times.

6- The Treasury or the Dome of Oil in the Prophet’s Mosque was a headquarters to
memorize the Ottoman’s holy book(Quran) - may God be pleased with him- when the
Mosque had burnt for the first time in the year (654 H/1256 AD), the mentioned Dome has
protected the holy book(Quran) from burning for being far from the surrounded lanes with the
Haram Piazza.

7- The Treasury or the Dome in the Prophet’s Mosque was a headquarters to preserve the
currency (coins) and the imprisoned and precious Waqif on the Mosque; such as: the golden
and silver Lamps and the other old masterpieces. The historical sources have not overlooked
to mention who has broken the Treasury and has lost its precious as well as has attacked on
the sanctity of the Prophet’s Dignified Mosque.

8- The historical sources have described the Dome has a big size, has white color, has only
one entrance from its eastern side and its location was closest to the northern side of the
Haram Piazza of the Prophet’s Mosque.

9- The Treasury or the Dome was removed from the Haram Piazza of the Prophet’s Mosque
in the architect of Sultan (Abdul-Majeed khan), the year (1294 H/ 1877 AD), and the level of
the Haram Piazza has been reduced from the level of its surrounding lanes.

10- Most of scribes and artists who have drawn the milestones of the Prophet’s Mosque by
documenting the Dome whether in the pictures of the manuscripts, or in the drawings of
ceramic tiles, and the technical methods have varied concerning those drawings according to
the variation of cultures, nations and the regions of its conductors, it has emerged affected by
the technical methods that was being followed in the Persian’s country, Anatolia, India and
east of Asia and so on.

11-The idea of constructing an independent building in the Haram Piazzas in the mosques
was not exclusively for the Prophet’s Mosque, but it has emerged some examples for those
domes: Umayyad Mosque in Damascus, the Holy Mosque in Mecca, the Big Mosque in
Hama city and the Big Mosque in Sana’a, and those buildings’ functions have varied between
being stores for Mosque’s tools or centers for monitoring prayer times.

12- The researcher thinks that the Abbasid Caliph (Al-Mahdi) is most likely the adapter of the
idea of building the domes of the treasuries and the domed of monitoring the times (the domes
of the hours), in the Haram Piazzas of the whole mosques whether in the Prophet’s Mosque,
or the Holy Mosque in Mecca, or Umayyad Mosque in Damascus or in the Big Mosque in
Hama city, even if these historical sources have not mentioned it frankly, but all those domes
have emerged after restorations and increases that have been conducted on those facilities by
the mentioned above Caliph.
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34-Al-maraghi, "abi bikr bin al-husayn (died: 816A.H./1413A.D.), "thaqiq al-nusrat bitalkhis
maealim dar al-hjra". Tahgiq mohamed al'asmei, (1%ed, Al-gahr: dar al-kutub wal wathayiq
al-gawmia, 1374A.H.).
Gaiad " UA) 3oaa Jla gl (A Sl owY) s (il A ¢(21379/4781:3) (ela il Al vie ( Slaall -35
(21425 A laill paa yill dapdas il )l 1da) ¢ Sa 2ena
35-Al-marjani, abdullah al-grtabi (died:781A.H./1379A.D.), "bhijat al-nufus wal ‘asrar fi
tarikh dar hijrat al-mokhtar”. Tahgiq mohamed miky, (1%ed, Al-riyadh: mutbaet al-nirjas al-
tijaria, 1425A.H.).
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36-Al-mtry, mohamed bin ‘ahmad (died: 741A.H./1340A.D.), "al-taerif bima ‘ansat al-hijrat

min maealim dar al-hjra”. Tahgig sulayman al-rahili, (1%ed, Al-riyadh: dart al-malik

Abudaleziz, 1426A.H.).
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37-Al-maqdisiy, mohamed al-bashary (died: 380A.H./990A.D.), "ahisan al-tagasim fi maerifat

al'agalima". Tahgiq mohamed makhzum,(1%%ed, Beirut: dar ‘iihya' al-turath al-araby,1408A.H.).
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38- Al-mgrizi, tagi al-diyn ‘ahmad bin ali (died: 845A.H./1442A.D.), "ktab al-suluk limaerifat

dual al-mulawka". Tahgiq mohamed mustafaa ziada, (2"%ed, Al-gahr: dar al-kutub wal

wathayiq al-gawmia, 2009A.D.).
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39-Al-nablsy, abdulghani bin ‘iismaeil (died: 1143A.H./1731A.D.), "al-hagiga wal majaz fi al-

rihlat 'iilaa bilad al-shsham wa misr wal hijaz". Tagdim 'ahmad abdualmjid haridi, (1%%ed, Al-

gahr: al-hayyat al-misria alama lilkitab, 1986A.D.).
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40-Nasir khasru alwy (died: 481A.H./1088A.D.), "sfir namaa". Tarjamat yahia al-khashab,

(1%'ed, Al-gahr: general egyptian book organization, 1993A.D.).
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41-1bn al-najar, muhamad bin al-hasan (died: 643A.H./1245A.D.), "al-durat al-thaminat fi

‘akhbar al-madiyina". Tahqgiq salah al-diyn bin abbas shukr, (1%%ed, Al-madinah: markaz

buhowth wa dirasat al-madina, 1427A.H.).
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42-Al-nuwayri, 'ahmad bin abdelwahab (died: 733A.H./1332A.D.), "nhayat al'arb fi al-funun
wal'adba". Tahqiq mufid gamhiatin,(1%ed, Beirut: dar al-kutub aleilmia, 2004A.D.).
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43-Uwghlw, abd algadir dh dh, "al-salatin al-Othmaniown". Tarjamat mohamed jan, (1%ed,
Tunis: dar sahnun, 1999A.D.).
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44-Al-basha, hasan, "mawsueat al’eamara wal athar wal funun al'iislamia". (1%%ed, Beirut:

‘awrag shargia, 1420A.H.).
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45-Al-bidrshini, ahmad hashim, "awqaf al-haramayn al-sharifayn fi al-easr al-mamlukii

dirasat tarikhia wathayigia hadaria". (1%ed, Al-madinah: markaz buhowth wa dirasat al-

madina, 1426A.H.).
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46- Bahinsi, afif, " al-masjid al'umawia al-kabir". (1%ed, Dimashg: dar talas, 1988A.D.).
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47-Bahinsi, afif, "mawsueat al-turath al-muemarii ". (1'ed, Al-doha: dar al-shrg, 2004A.D.).
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48-Al-hadad, mohamed hamza,"eamarat al-masjid al-nubuii fi al-eisrin al'umawii wal

eabasii". (2"%d, Al-gahr: maktabat zuhara' al-shrg, 2004A.D.).
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49-Al-risafi, maeruf, "al-alat wal'adat wama yatbieuhuma min al-malabis wal marafiq wal hunat".

Tahgiq abdulhamid al-rashudi (1%%ed, Al-gahr: maktabat al-thagafa al-diynia, 1422A.H.).
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50-Al-zarkali, khayr aldiyni, "al'aelam li'ashhur al-rijal wal nisa' min al-arab wal mustaeribin
wal mustashrigin”. (15%ed, Beirut: dar al'eilm lilmalayin, 2002A.D.).
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51-Al-shahri, mohamed,"al-masjid al-nubawi al-sharif fi al-easr al-Othmani 923- 1344A.H.".
(1%'ed, Al-gahr: dar al-gahr, 2003A.D.).
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52-Al-shahri, mohamed, "eamarat al-masjid al-nubuii munzo 'iinshayih hataa nihayat al-easr
al-mamlukii". (1%%ed, Al-gahr: dar al-gahr, 2001A.D.).
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53-Abdulghani, arif, "tarikh ‘amra' al-madin al-munawara 1-1417A.h.". (1%ed, Dimashg: Dar

Kinan, 1417A.H.).
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54-Ali, Ahmed ragab, "al-masjid al-haram bimaka al-mukarama wa rusumih fi al-fin

al'iislamii". (1%%ed, Al-gahr: al-daar al-misria al-lubnania, 1420A.H.).
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55-Ali, Ahmed ragab, "al-masjid al-nubuiu bi al-madina al-munawara = rusumih fi al-fin
al'iislamii”. (1%%ed, Al-gahr: al-daar al-misria al-lubnania, 1420A.H.).
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56-Ghalib, abdul rahim, "mawsueat al-amara al'iislamia”. (1%ed, Beirut: durus bris, 1986A.D.).
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57-Lamaei, salih, "al-madina al-munawara tatawuraha al-umrani wa turathuha al-muemari*.

(1%'ed, Beirut: dar al-nahda al-arabia, 1981A.D.).
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58-Al-muhami, mohamed farid Bik, "tarikh al-dawla alaliya al-othmania™. Tahqiq Ihsan

hakki, (1%%ed, Beirut: dar al-nafayis, 1401A.H.).
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59-Nuwwab, awatif mohamed youssef, "al-rihlat al-mughriba wal al'ndilsia masdar min
masadir tarikh al-hijaz fi al-garnayn al-ssabie wal ththamin al-hajariiyn - dirasat tahlilia
mogarn-". (1%%ed, Al-riyadh: maktabat al-malik fahd alwatania, 1417A.H.).
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60-Yaghi, ghazwan, "al-maealim al'atharia lilhadara al'iislamia fi suriya". (1%%ed, Al-Ribat:
ISESCO, 1432A.H.).
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61- BURTON, RICHARD, "PERSONAL NARRATIVE of A PILGRIMAGE AL-
MADINAH & MECCAH", (LONDON: TYLOSTON AND EDWARDS, 1855).

62- Hillenbrand, Robert, "ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE, Form Function and meaning”,
(Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 2000).
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Art.” artfoxlive.com. https://www.artfoxlive.com/product/1320667.html (31/7/2019).
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65- British Museum. “Medina the IHluminated.” britishmuseum.com.
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(31/7/2019).
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71- Roots. “Double page illustration of Mecca and Medina.” roots.com.
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